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What is the National Register of Historic Places? 

What is the National Register of Historic Places? 

The National Register is a list of properties in the United States that have been determined to be historic and 

worthy of preservation.  The program is administered and maintained by the National Park Service at the U.S. 

Department of the Interior.  Listings include sites, buildings, structures, objects and districts that are significant in 

national, state or local history, architecture, archaeology, engineering and culture. 

 

Individual listing versus district listing, what’s the difference? 

A single building can be added to the National Register as an individual listing.  Alternatively, a group of buildings in 

geographic proximity to each other can be added to the National Register as a district. A district can have as few as 

ten or can include many hundreds of buildings.  Because a district is contained by a geographic boundary, it is 

possible that some properties within the district do not contribute to the historic significance of the district.  

Examples include vacant lots or buildings that have been recently constructed. 

 

If my private property, such as my home, is listed in the National Register, are there restrictions placed upon me 

in what I can do with the property? 

No.  There are no restrictions, unless public money is used for a project that affects the building. 

 

Are there requirements that I preserve or restore my property? 

No. 

 

Is my property protected from demolition because it is listed in the National Register? 

No.  However, listing does activate state and federal preservation laws that require government agencies to 

consider the effect their projects will have on listed properties. 

 

Do I automatically receive funding or financial assistance because my property is listed in the National Register? 

No.   

 

Are there financial benefits to having a property listed in the National Register? 

Yes.  An owner of a listed property is eligible to apply for state or federal income tax credits for the appropriate 

rehabilitation of their historic property.  There are additional handouts available at the Planning Department 

regarding these programs.   Also, owners of National Register listed properties qualify for state and federal 

charitable income tax deductions for the donation of historic preservation easements. 

 

Are there other benefits to having a property listed in the National Register? 

Listing in the National Register is honorary.  Therefore, people who care about the historic character of their 

community and about preserving the built environment take pride in knowing that their property contributes to the 

historic fabric of our nation.  Additionally, state and federal governments provide other tangible benefits including 
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eligibility for state and federal income tax credits for rehabilitation; eligibility for federal grants, when available; 

consideration in the planning of federally and state funded projects as well as projects of local governments and school 

boards, when those projects affect the property; and eligibility to use the state’s Historic Building Code, which may 

facilitate rehabilitation. 

 

Are there limitations to having my property listed in the National Register? 

Listing does not impose restrictions: the private owner is free to sell, alter or demolish the property.  If the 

property owner is utilizing public - federal or state - funding sources, the proposed projects are required to be 

reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Office to ensure that the historic nature of the property is considered. 

 

Is my building listed in the National Register of Historic Places? 

The City of Stoughton and the residents of this community are proud of their cultural and architectural heritage!  

To showcase this rich history, multiple properties have been individually listed, 5 National Register Historic Districts 

have been listed and an additional district has been determined eligible for listing in the National Register.  

Considering many small towns do not have enough historic resources to create even one historic district, this is an 

incredible achievement.   The districts in Stoughton are composed of hundreds of properties.  To determine if your 

property is listed, go to the Wisconsin Historical Society’s website where you can search their database for your 

property.  Copy this link into your web browser and in the gray “Property Record Search” area, enter the address 

about which you want information. http://preview.wisconsinhistory.org/Content.aspx?dsNav=Nrc:id-

4294966367,N:4294966612&dsNavOnly=N:4294966362  You can also contact the WHS by phone. 

     

Can I nominate my building to be listed in the National Register of Historic Places? 

Yes.  The National Register of Historic Places is administered in Wisconsin by the Wisconsin State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO) located at the Wisconsin Historical Society in Madison.  The first step to determining if 

your building is eligible for listing is to complete a nomination questionnaire form and discuss your property with 

the National Register Coordinator at the SHPO.  The questionnaire is available online: 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/register/nominationquestionnaire.pdf or a copy can be mailed to you. 

 

Can my building be listed as both a Local and National landmark? 

Yes.  Because these are different programs, historic resources are often eligible for both designations.  In the City 

of Stoughton, many local landmarks are also listed in the National Register.  For more information see the 

information sheet, Is my Property a Local Landmark? or our website: www.stoughtonlandmarks.com  

 

Who can I contact with questions about the National Register? 

Neither the Stoughton Landmarks Commission nor the City of Stoughton administers the National Register 

program.  Therefore all questions should be directed to the National Register Staff at the SHPO.  Detailed 

information can also be found online: http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/register/index.asp 

 

How do I contact National Register staff at the SHPO? 

Division of Historic Preservation and Public History  
Wisconsin Historical Society  
816 State Street  
Madison, Wisconsin 53706 

Daina Penkiunas, National Register Coordinator (608) 264-6501 

Mary Georgeff, National Register Program Associate (608) 264-6498 
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