
Stormwater Utility

In September, the City of Stoughton approved the creation of a Stormwater Utility.  A Stormwater Utility provides a fair and equitable way of collecting revenue for stormwater management under which all property owners are charged a user fee based on the amount of stormwater “produced” on their property.  The fees collected will be used to carry out stormwater management activities as follows:
a. Maintenance
· Cleaning, repairing, and replacing storm sewer manholes, inlets, and pipes.
· Constructing new storm sewer projects.
· Mowing ditches and greenways.
· Cleaning brush or debris from drainageways where allowed.
b. Water Quality Practices
· Street sweeping.
· Leaf collection.
· Inspecting and enforcing construction site erosion control standards.
· Maintaining stormwater detention basins.
c. Planning and Engineering
· Engineering studies to determine the size and type of structures that must be used to improve the drainage system and reduce risk of flooding.
· Reviewing and approving land development stormwater management practices.
· Water quality studies to determine the areas where pollution reduction practices must be utilized along with other state requirements to meet Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) permit goals.

Property owners will be billed monthly through a separate charge found on their Stoughton Utilities’ Invoice starting in January 2013.
The Stormwater Utility charge is based on an ERU (equivalent runoff unit). An ERU is defined as the average impervious area of a single-family parcel. A sample of the single-family residential parcels was measured using aerial photography and the average impervious area of a single-family home in Stoughton was determined to be 3,105 square feet. Thus, 1 ERU equals 3,105 square feet for the City’s Stormwater Utility rate structure. The monthly charge per ERU is estimated to be $4.26.

For more information contact the Director of Planning and Development, Rodney Scheel. He can be reached at (608) 873-6619, or by e-mail: rjscheel@ci.stoughton.wi.us 

