Simple Tools can help Keep Sidewalks Safe this Winter
Having the right tools on hand to remove snow before it turns to ice can help protect you, your neighbors and our waters. We all know a good solid shovel is a must for tackling snow, but adding a few more tools to your winter toolkit might make Wisconsin winters a little more tolerable. Push brooms are great to brush away thin layers of snow and a flexible scraper can make removing packed snow and ice a breeze. 
If you use salt, remember a little goes a long ways!  A coffee mug of salt is enough to treat an entire 20-foot driveway or 10 sidewalk squares. A handheld salt spreader like the one shown below can help you control the amount of salt you apply.  Did you know that 1 teaspoon of salt can pollute 5 gallons of water? Once you put salt down, it doesn’t go away. Instead, it travels into our lakes, rivers, streams and wetlands, putting our aquatic life at risk and endangering our freshwater resources. 
The key is to use right tool for the job at the right time. Try making just one change to your winter snow removal routine this year to lessen your salt use, protect our waters and keep sidewalks and driveways safe. 
· Shovel: Use a shovel, scraper or brush to clear snow before the snow turns to ice. The more snow you remove manually, the less salt you will have to use.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Scatter: Spread salt evenly, leaving space between the grains. The scatter pattern should look like the image below.
· Switch: When pavement temps drop below 15, salt won’t work. Switch to sand for traction or a different ice melter that works in lower temperatures. 
· Sweep: Sweep up excess salt after ice has melted.
· Select a Certified Contractor: If you hire a contractor, ask if they have gone through a Winter Salt Certification class. If not, encourage them to become certified. Visit www.wissaltwise.com for more information.
· Spread the Word: Look for proper salt use at stores & businesses you visit. If they are using the right amount, thank them. If not, tell them about WI Salt Wise.
 
Find out more at www.wisaltwise.com
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