[bookmark: _GoBack]Spruce up Your Home and Yard this Summer While Also Protecting Local Waters
Summer may look a little different for us this year due to COVID-19. With most sporting events and festivals cancelled, many of us are finding ourselves with more time to spend on yard and home projects. When deciding what your next project will be, consider actions that will spruce up your home and also help keep our waters clean.  
The rain that runs off our rooftops, driveways and yards also carries pollutants down storm drains and ditches to our waters. When too much pollution washes into lakes, rivers and stream it not only harms fish and other aquatic wildlife, but it makes it difficult to boat, fish or swim. The good news is that you can reduce pollution to our waters by the choices you make in your own backyard. Maintaining a healthy lawn or creating a rain garden are great ways to help rain soak into the ground and reduce runoff.
Check out these water friendly tips to care for and beautify your landscape this summer:
· Build a native rain garden and/or install a rain barrel to capture roof runoff.
· Mow high (3” or more) using a sharp blade. High lawns lead to deeper roots, which reduce runoff, promote infiltration and shade out weeds.
· Leave grass clippings on lawn and keep them out of streets and sidewalks where they can wash into storm drains. Clippings act as a natural fertilizer- good for the lawn, bad for our lakes.
· Fertilizer may be needed to maintain a dense lawn, which actually reduces runoff. If using fertilizer, fertilize in the fall (and spring, if needed) with a phosphorus-free, slow-release nitrogen fertilizer. 
· Make sure to apply fertilizers and pesticides at the right time of year, when they are most effective and avoid applications right before a heavy rain. 
· Re-seed bare soil and cover with straw to prevent erosion. Bare spots create a channel for water and increases runoff.  
· Good soils lead to better denser lawns. Improve lawns with compacted, poor soils, by applying a thin layer (1/4 in) of compost in spring and fall.
· Dispose of unwanted lawn care products and household hazardous waste properly to prevent accidental spills from washing into storm drains. Drop off household hazardous waste at Dane County Clean Sweep for only $10 per trip.

For more information on how you can have a Ripple Effect on our waters visit www.ripple-effects.com . 

