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Yard Care Options to Reduce Flooding and Protect our Waters
[bookmark: _GoBack]Did you know that 40-70% of the rain that falls in an average urban neighborhood runs off the land into our storm drains?  Healthy lawns and gardens act as a sponge helping rain to soak into the ground preventing stormwater runoff from washing into storm drains to area waters.  Consider landscaping options that keep rain where it lands to protect our lakes, rivers and streams.
· Replace some of your lawn with a rain garden and direct roof runoff towards the garden.
· Mow high (3” or more) using a sharp blade. High lawns slow runoff, promote infiltration and shade out weeds.
· Leave grass clippings on lawn. Clippings act as a natural fertilizer. 
· Keep leaves and grass clippings out of the streets and sidewalks to prevent clogged storm drains and flooding.
· Test your soil before applying fertilizers and pesticides and apply only what you lawn needs.
· Compacted soil acts as a channel for water. Aerate your lawn to promote infiltration.

For more information on how to create a water friendly yard visit www.ripple-effects.com. 
Together, we can have a Ripple Effect on our waters!  
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