Help Protect Area Waters this Summer-
Keep Rain Where It Lands and Make Sure Only Rain Goes Down the Storm Drain

Our actions on land impact the water resources around us. During a storm, rain either soaks into the ground or runs off our roofs, roads and other hard surfaces into storm drains or ditches which transport the water and any pollutants that are carried with it into area lakes, rivers and streams. It’s all connected!  The key to protecting our waters is to take actions to limit the amount of runoff and keep any runoff that does end up in our waters as clean as possible. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We’re working hard to reduce stormwater runoff, but we can’t do it alone. Join our effort by implementing some of these simple practices at your home or business.
· Install a rain garden or rain barrels to collect roof runoff.
· Mow high (3” or more) using a sharp blade. High lawns slow runoff, promote infiltration and shade out weeds.
· Leave grass clippings on lawn. Clippings act as a natural fertilizer. 
· Test your soil before applying fertilizers and pesticides and apply only what you lawn needs- https://uwlab.soils.wisc.edu/farmers/lawn-garden/ .
· Keep lawn clippings and other organic matter off driveways, sidewalks, roadways and storm drains.
· Compacted soil acts as a channel for water. Aerate your lawn to promote infiltration.
· Pick up after pets. Bury pet waste in the yard or bag and dispose of in garbage.
· Prevent erosion by covering bare soil with seed and mulch as soon as possible.
For more information on simple actions you can take to have a Ripple Effect on our waters visit www.ripple-effects.com.

